This was our fourth Dutch
a row, and proved to be one of
most enjoyable. The Dutch have a

wide range of venues, most of them

relatively sheltered, and seem to have
the knack of organising and running
the event in a low key way but very
well.

We set off from home and caught the
overnight ferry from Hull to Rotter-
dam, arriving in Rotterdam at break-
fast time - for anyone in the northern
half of the UK this much the best way
to get to Holland. From Rotterdam
was only a twenty minute drive to
Hellevoetsluis, the venue for the
event. Hellevoetsiuis is a small pictur-
esque harbour town on a huge river
estuary, just inside the dam separat-
ing the estuary from the North Sea.
We drove down to the Hellecat Club,
which is based on a wide sandy
beach a couple of miles out of town.
We were a day early for the event so
we put our boat together in peace and
then went for a sail in a warm 15 knot
breeze on flat water — what more can
you ask? We then went and checked
into our accommodation which was a
thatched, lake side, three bedroomed
house con a development less than a
mile from the club complete with
every mod-con and very cheap! We
had time to cycle into town and find a
great meal in a converted Victorian
Pump-house before our house-mates
for the weekend David Lloyd and Jo-
Jo Pierce arrived at eleven o’clock

" laden down with food a drink — a cue
for a late night!

Friday was the first day of the event
proper and the day dawned to what
was to prove the weather for the
weekend — 20 degrees, sunshine and
light to moderate breezes! The 34
boats started to arrive and everyone
put them together for the 1pm start
wearing shorts and tee-shirts. The
British contingent was completed by
Kim McMullen from Dee SC who flew
over to crew for Dutchman Robbie
Vogelenzang.

Racing started on time in 8-10 knots
of wind and David and JoJo started as
they meant to go on by leading the
first race from start to finish. We
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meant that the committee boatend
starters could lay the windward mark.
We were one of these so rounded in
third place. The wind dropped stead-
ily as the race progressed and as the
last run started we had slipped to
fourth. We took a gamble at the mark
and gibed off to the left where there
appeared to be more breeze. This
proved to be the case and we over-
took two boats to finish second (and
overtake Nicolette in the overall
standings). David and JoJo had been
buried off the start line but sailed su-
perbly to get back up to fifth at the
finish. The wind was continuing to
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came so racing was abandoned for
the day leaving plenty of time for Geoff Lloyd
preparation for the event party night
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Results
1st  David Lloyd & JoJo Pierce (SBSC) 12
2nd Karel & Anette Boot (Netherlands) 26
3rd Nuno Rocha & Ana Bonanca (Portugal) 26
4rd  Robbie Voelenzang (Netherlands) & Kim McMullen (Dee SC) 28
5th  Bas Leijen & Diane Rokx (Netherlands) 32
6th  Geoff & Jenny Lloyd (Dee SC) 32
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